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"secularism” subsequenrly became ap imsolt
in the ears of many Muslims, not only for
etvmological reasons bur also...
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Look a1 the evidence from the oldest democ-
racy, they say. Almost haif the adnft popula-
tion in Britain and felly three quarers of its
vounger people never go to the ehurch at 211,
rwo thir of ils citizens think thar religion is
generally in decline. while the proportion
currently one third affirming that Jesus was
*just a man" is on the rise.
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A wild question : Could it be that the demo-
c¢ratic ideal of seceularism is a dogma thar
threatens the freethinking pluralism of de-
mocracy as we exprience it? One possible
answer: suspision of secularism is warrant-
ed by the fact that most contemporary sscu-
larists unhinkingly sacralize it
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